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From Bangalore to Bangor 
Increasing International Education Ties between Maine and India 

Nicole O’Brien, MITC Research Assistant 

 

 In 2009, 1,256 foreign students studied in Maine, contributing $31 million to Maine’s economy.          

 

Attracting international students to study at Maine’s 

high schools and higher education institutions 

benefits Maine students and their host communities 

in a multitude of ways. 

If your institution is interested in developing 

programs to attract students from abroad, the Maine 

International Trade Center can provide guidance and 

assistance in advancing your institution’s goals. 

Please contact Wade Merritt, MITC Vice President for 

more information. 

207-541-7400 

www.mitc.com 

merritt@mitc.com 

http://www.mitc.com/
mailto:merritt@mitc.com


2 

 

 

CONTENTS 

I) An overview of the Indian Education System ................................................................................... 3 

Educational Goals for the future ........................................................................................ 3 

International Educational Support in India ......................................................................... 4 

II) Education and Student Data in the United States ............................................................................ 5 

International Students in the US ......................................................................................... 5 

Indian students profile: ....................................................................................................... 7 

III) International Education in Maine ..................................................................................................... 8 

IV) Community College specific Information .......................................................................................... 9 

Members of the IIE Network of Community Colleges in India ......................................... 11 

Recent developmentS ....................................................................................................... 11 

Fulbright and Gilman Programs ........................................................................................ 11 

Continuing International Educational Exchange ............................................................... 12 

V) Marketing Maine Universities in India ............................................................................................ 12 

United States - India Educational Foundation ..................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Further resources for U.S. University student recruitment .............................................. 13 

 

 

  



3 

 

FROM BANGALORE TO BANGOR 
INCREASING INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION TIES BETWEEN 

MAINE AND INDIA 
In 2008/2009, Indian students enrolled in U.S. post-secondary institutions reached 103,260, 

a 9.2% increase compared to the previous year.
1
 

I) AN OVERVIEW OF THE INDIAN EDUCATION SYSTEM 

The Indian education system is set up similarly to the U.S. education model, including primary, secondary and 

tertiary education.  Primary and middle school students attend between the ages of 6-14 and students ages 14-17 

attend secondary school graduating after the 12
th

 grade.  The majority of the Indian education system is funded by 

the government with fewer private institutions.   

In India there are around 320 universities and 16,000 colleges making it one of the world’s largest higher education 

systems.  The Indian higher education system reveals a diverse 

variety including conventional universities and specialty 

institutions. There are also professional and generic colleges, 

as well as management institutions and institutions that focus 

specifically on engineering and medicine.”
2
  

Most programs at colleges and universities are taught in 

English, especially science and technical areas of study, while 

humanities, commerce faculties and social sciences are often 

instructed in English and the regional dialect.  In India an 

undergraduate degree requires three years of study followed 

by a final exam, however, some programs such as engineering, 

medicine, dentistry and pharmacy are of a longer duration ranging from four to five-and-a-half years.
3
  Master’s 

degrees are typically of two year duration.  

EDUCATIONAL GOALS FOR THE FUTURE 

The government education system is not run in the most efficient way and the main focus in India remains to raise 

the literacy rate and reduce dropout rates.  Part of India’s education is aided by the World Bank which works to 

reduce low standards within the Indian school system.  In approaching challenges to basic educational 

requirements the main focus within the Indian school system has been on the primary school level.   

In 2000, around 39 million of 200 million children aged 6–14 (around 20%) were not enrolled in school, indicating a 

dire issue for the Indian government and international organizations
 4

.  With an increasing awareness and effort to 

                                                                 
1Open Doors 2009 Report. <http://opendoors.iienetwork.org/?p=150815>. 
2 IIE Network.< http://www.iienetwork.org/?p=India>. 
3 Ibid.  

Enrollment Figures in India 

(In thousands) 

Overall population: 1,203,246 

Primary school entry age 6: 24,910 

Primary school age 6-10: 124,364 

Secondary school age 11-17: 172,265 

Post-secondary school age 18-25: 

10,481 
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boost primary school enrollment combined with the goal to reduce drop-out rates, a higher number of graduating 

students will result on the secondary level.  This will consequently raise the need for higher, tertiary education and 

student enrollment at the university level.   

 

As indicated, government run institutions struggle in many cases to provide proper standards for education and 

serve the needs of students. In part this is due to the amount of funding they receive; India only spends 3.2% of 

GDP on education ranking 140
th

 in the world, compared to 5.3% in the US.
5
 

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT IN INDIA 

 

With help from the World Bank, a larger number of India’s 

children [are] now finishing primary school and the demand 

for secondary schooling–Grades 9 to 12 - is growing.   

 

Over the next decade, the number of secondary school 

students is expected to increase from 40 to 60 million.
6
  This 

follows the desperate need to increase student enrollment 

which is comparatively low in a global comparison (India’s 

GER [gross enrollment rates] in secondary school is 40%, 

compared to 70% in East Asia and 82% in Latin America). 
7
   

 

However, with promising numbers at the secondary level, 

India is still struggling to accommodate university students 

and implement a standard level of university wide education. 

 

Tertiary enrolment in India
8
 

Tertiary level Gender 2002 2007 2007 Regional 
average 

GER Male/Female 10 13 13 

(Gross enrollment 
rates in %) 

M 12 16 14 

F 8 11 11 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                               
4 World Bank, 
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTABOUTUS/IDA/0,,contentMDK:21388039~menuPK:3266877~pagePK:51236175~piPK:437394
~theSitePK:73154,00.html.  
5 CIA world fact book. https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/rankorder/2206rank.html?countryName=India&countryCode=in&regionCode=sas&rank=140#in  
6 World Bank, 
http://www.worldbank.org.in/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/SOUTHASIAEXT/INDIAEXTN/0,,contentMDK:22339000~pagePK:141137~piPK:14
1127~theSitePK:295584,00.html  
7 Ibid.  
8 World 
Bank,<http://www.worldbank.org.in/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/SOUTHASIAEXT/INDIAEXTN/0,,contentMDK:22339000~pagePK:141137~pi
PK:141127~theSitePK:295584,00.html  

Economic and Demographic Indicators-India 

India has the second highest population in the 

world, with 1.2 billion people, a number which 

will likely increase given the 1.5% growth rate. 

 

India’s GDP is estimated at $3.3 trillion  

(7.4% growth rate in 2008), 3.2% of its GDP is 

allocated for education. 

 

Key economic sectors include, agriculture: 

17.6%, industry: 29%, services: 53.4% (% of 

GDP). 

 

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTABOUTUS/IDA/0,,contentMDK:21388039~menuPK:3266877~pagePK:51236175~piPK:437394~theSitePK:73154,00.html
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTABOUTUS/IDA/0,,contentMDK:21388039~menuPK:3266877~pagePK:51236175~piPK:437394~theSitePK:73154,00.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2206rank.html?countryName=India&countryCode=in&regionCode=sas&rank=140#in
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2206rank.html?countryName=India&countryCode=in&regionCode=sas&rank=140#in
http://www.worldbank.org.in/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/SOUTHASIAEXT/INDIAEXTN/0,,contentMDK:22339000~pagePK:141137~piPK:141127~theSitePK:295584,00.html
http://www.worldbank.org.in/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/SOUTHASIAEXT/INDIAEXTN/0,,contentMDK:22339000~pagePK:141137~piPK:141127~theSitePK:295584,00.html
http://www.worldbank.org.in/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/SOUTHASIAEXT/INDIAEXTN/0,,contentMDK:22339000~pagePK:141137~piPK:141127~theSitePK:295584,00.html
http://www.worldbank.org.in/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/SOUTHASIAEXT/INDIAEXTN/0,,contentMDK:22339000~pagePK:141137~piPK:141127~theSitePK:295584,00.html
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As seen in the chart above, tertiary enrollment rates have risen significantly over the past five years.  Male to 

female enrollment ratio is not yet even, however female enrollment is also steadily rising, yet still lower than male 

enrollment figures.  

 

 Given the number of students under the age of 14 (31.1% of total population which includes 190,075,426 

males/172,799,553 females)
9
, the need for educational opportunities exists.  Indian students often travel abroad 

for their higher education and with the increase in student enrollment combined with efforts to raise primary 

enrollment in the future, Indian students studying abroad are likely to continue to grow in the years to come. 

II) EDUCATION AND STUDENT DATA IN THE UNITED STATES 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS IN THE US 

There are more than 4,000 accredited higher education institutions representing an incredible range of degrees 

and programs in the U.S.  America is home to some of the most recognized, esteemed programs and Universities in 

the world; however the diversity of the U.S. higher education system is very attractive for students at a variety of 

levels.   

In light of this, it is surprising that 60 percent of international students who come to the U.S. attend just 156 

institutions.  As the host of 22 percent of the world’s internationally bound students
10

, the U.S. higher education 

system has room for many more. 

New International Student Enrollment, 2004/05 - 2008/09
11 

  2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 
07/08 % 
Change   

04/05 % 
Change 

Undergraduate 59,943 61,342 63,749 68,195 82,136 20.4 37 

Graduate 61,350 64,235 72,726 78,489 84,828 8.1 38.3 

Non-Degree 10,653 17,346 20,703 26,437 33,496 26.7 214.4 

total 131,946 142,923 157,178 173,121 200,460 15.8 51.9 

 
 
International Indian students at U.S. institutions by type

12
  

Academic level Indian students  

graduate students 68.80% 

undergraduate 15.10% 

other 1.70% 

OPT (Optional Practical Training) 14.40% 

                                                                 
9 CIA world fact book. https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/in.html  
10 American government website: http://www.america.gov/media/pdf/ejs/0809.pdf#popup  
 
11 Open Doors 2009 Report. http://opendoors.iienetwork.org/?p=150649  
12 IEE Network. Country Fact Sheet: India 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/in.html
http://www.america.gov/media/pdf/ejs/0809.pdf#popup
http://opendoors.iienetwork.org/?p=150649
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A survey of US 
institutions, steps 
taken to ensure 

international 
student retention 

  
Special Steps to 
Ensure Enrollment 
-New staff or 
additional staff time 
(29%) 
-New international 
programs (27%) 
-New funding for 
int'l recruitment 
trips (20%) 
-New funding for 
marketing/promotio
n (15%) 
-Other (13%) 
  
Reasons for 
international student 
increase: 
28% reported that 
more active 
recruitment efforts 
was a major reason 
for increased 
enrollment at their 
institutions. 

 
A growing 
reputation and 
visibility of the U.S. 
host institution 
abroad (cited by 26 
%), and an increased 
number of linkages 
with international 
universities (13%). 

 
Increased number of 
linkages with 
international 
universities was also 
cited and the weaker 
dollar made U.S. 
tuition costs more 
attractive. 
Open Doors Report 
2009 
  

 

Leading U.S. colleges in international enrollment  
(Bachelor’s degree programs 2008/09)

14
 

Rank 
 
Institution, State 

Int’l 
Students 

Total Student 
Enrollment 

1 SUNY Fashion Institute of Technology, NY 1,090 10,065 

2 Brigham Young University - Hawaii Campus, HI 1,039 2,399 

3 Utah Valley State College, UT 647 26,696 

4 Mount Holyoke College, MA 468 2,100 

5 Brigham Young University – Idaho, ID 459 13,824 

6 Dickinson State University, ND 431 2,720 

7 Calvin College, MI 357 4,171 

8 University of Hawaii - Hilo Hilo, HI 348 3,773 

9 Middlebury College, VT 300 2,697 

10 University of Richmond, VA                                          273 2,735   

 

   

                                                                 

13 Open Doors 2009 Report. http://opendoors.iienetwork.org/?p=150815  
14 Open Doors 2009 Report. <http://opendoors.iienetwork.org/?p=150815>. 

Leading U.S. universities in international enrollment  
(Master’s Degree programs 2008/09)

13 

Rank Institution City State                                                                  
Int’l 
Students        

Total Student 
Enrollment   

1 San Jose State University, CA                                          2,522 30,000   

2 California State University - Long Beach, CA 2,508 37,891   

3 San Francisco State University, CA                        2,451 30,000   

4 California State University – Northridge, CA             2,222 36,201   

5 Rochester Institute of Technology, NY                        1,782 15,989   

6 California State University – Fullerton, CA                    1,749 36,996   

7 Johnson and Wales University, RI                              1,590 16,296   

8 New York Institute of Technology, NY               1,524 12,025   

9 California State University - East Bay, CA                     1,379 14,373   

10 St. Cloud State University, MN                                     1,350 16,998   

http://opendoors.iienetwork.org/?p=150815
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INDIAN STUDENTS PROFILE: 

 
India is ranked the number one country from which international students come to the U.S..  Indian students 

attending foreign universities rose from 94,563 to 103,260 students over the past year (2007/2008-2008/2009).  

The number of Indian students attending US universities increase by 15.4% from 2008-2009.  In the academic year 

2008/09, 103,260 students from India were studying in the United States (up 9.2% from the previous year). 
15

  

 

With an overall increase in international student enrollment at US institutions and the largest number of students 

coming from India, the higher influx of international students can be met with more US institutions attracting 

foreign students. Most Indian students study at the graduate level (68.8%); however more are pursuing an 

undergraduate degree at U.S. Colleges and Universities in preparation for the Master’s degree.  
 

According to the U.S. Department of Commerce, “Indian students and their parents strongly believe that higher 

education in the United States prepares graduates for tomorrows careers. More than half of all Indian students 

studying overseas choose U.S. universities. The attraction of a U.S. education can be attributed to: · Variety and 

flexibility of the U.S. education system · Grounding in practical and career-focused training · Post graduation career 

opportunities in the United States India is primarily a “graduate market” for U.S. institutions interested in 

attracting students. 

 

 Though there is some interest in U.S. undergraduate studies and transfer admissions, limited scholarships and the 

increasing cost of education are major deterrents. However, with the mushrooming of international schools in the 

country and the return of any U.S. citizen children born to Indian parents to India, we predict an increase in 

interest in undergraduate study in the years to come.”
16

 

  

                                                                 
15 IEE Network. Country Fact Sheet: India.  
16 India Country Commercial guide, U.S Commercial Service. <http://www.trade.gov/cs/>. 

http://www.trade.gov/cs/
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III) INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION IN MAINE 

 

Maine’s international student enrollment number has risen over the past year and is up by 3.5% totaling 1,256 

foreign students enrolled in Maine institutions of higher education.  Part of the benefit of attracting international 

students to the state is reflected in the economic benefit; in 2008 alone foreign students spent $31.2 million 

dollars in the state of Maine. 

Foreign Students in Maine
17

  

  Rank in US Total 

Foreign Students in the State (ME) #46 1256 (up 3.5%) 

Estimated Foreign Students Expenditure in the State (in millions of dollars)   $31.20 

* Rankings include all 50 U.S. states in addition to Washington, D.C. 

 

In Maine, Indian students have the third highest enrollment of all international students and there is still significant 

growth potential for more Maine institutions to welcome Indian students. In a summary of Maine’s institutions, 

the University of Maine (UMaine) had the state’s highest number of international student enrollment, followed by 

Colby and Bowdoin colleges.   

 

UMaine hosted a total of 391 international students during the academic year 2008-2009.  In that academic year 

there were - 671,616 foreign students in the U.S., 1,256 of which studied in Maine.  In other words, the body of 

international students in Maine is underrepresented and there remains potential for growth. 

 

 

New England comparison of Economic impact resulting from Foreign Students
18

 

  Maine  
New 

Hampshire 
Massachusetts Vermont 

Rhode 
Island 

Connecticut 

Foreign Students in 
the State (ME) 

1256 2371 33838 1022 4114 9153 

Rank in US #46 #43 #4 #48 #35 #20 

Estimated Foreign 
Students 
Expenditure in the 
State (in millions of 
dollars) 

$31.20  $75.80  $1,140.20  $28.90  $142.70  $297.80  

 

                                                                 
17 Open Doors U.S State Fact Sheet< http://opendoors.iienetwork.org/page/150862/>.  
18 IIE Network, http://opendoors.iienetwork.org/?p=150809. 

http://opendoors.iienetwork.org/page/150862/
http://opendoors.iienetwork.org/?p=150809
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IV) COMMUNITY COLLEGE SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

 
In comparison to four-year degree programs and university programs Indian students only rank 8th in student 

enrollment in community colleges.  1,742 Indian students study at community colleges in the US, while 103,260 

Indian students are enrolled in colleges and universities.19  However, the economic impact that international 

students have in Maine is still significant, $425,348 in 2008.20 Also with the increased effort to boost Indian 

education on the primary and secondary education, the need for associate degrees will increase as well.  

Fields of Study chosen at Community 
Colleges by International Students in 

U.S 2009
21

  

Fields of Study National 

Business & Management 22.2% 

Intensive English Language 11.0% 

Health Professions 11.0% 

Math & Computer Science 5.4% 

Engineering 5.1% 

Fine and Applied Arts 3.6% 

Social Sciences 3.4% 

Physical & Life Sciences 3.0% 

Agriculture 2.5% 

Education 1.3% 

Humanities 1.2% 

Undeclared 4.1% 
 
  

                                                                 
19 Ibid.  
20 OpenDoors 2009 Report. http://opendoors.iienetwork.org/page/150807/. 
21 Ibid.  

 

http://opendoors.iienetwork.org/page/150807/
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Leading U.S. community colleges in international 
enrollment (2008/09)

22
 

Rank  Institution, City, State 
Int’l 

Students 

Total 
Student 

Enrollment   

1.         
Houston Community 
College System, TX 

5,580 61,396   

2.         
Santa Monica College, 
CA 

3,147 31,000   

3.         De Anza College, CA 2,595 26,000   

4.         
Montgomery College, 
MD 

2,248 24,452   

5.         
 Lone Star College 
System, TX 

2,174 49,786 

6.         
Northern Virginia 
Community College, VA 

1,663 42,663   

7.         
CUNY Borough of 
Manhattan CC, NY 

1,503 18,259   

8.         Diablo Valley College, CA 1,392 22,006   

9.         Richland College,TX 1,258 16,000   

10.     
City College of San 
Francisco, CA 

1,253 67,085   

 

  

                                                                 
22 Open Doors 2009 Report. http://opendoors.iienetwork.org/page/150807/. 

http://opendoors.iienetwork.org/page/150807/
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MEMBERS OF THE IIE NETWORK OF COMMUNITY COLLEGES IN INDIA 

 
Indian Institutions: 

¶ H R College of Commerce & Economics  

¶ KIIT University (Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology)  

¶ Manipal Education (India)  

¶ S P Jain Institute of Management & Research  

¶ Symbiosis International University 
 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

 
In recent studies the number of International students entering US universities has reached a record high.  
According to current figures, the number of international students increased by 8% compared to last year, making 
it the highest increase in foreign students seeking higher education in the US in several decades.  Most 
international students are reported to come from India, China and South Korea. 

23
 With the recent reception of the 

Indian prime minister at the White House, the agenda included a multitude of transnational topics, including an 
increase in international student exchange and funding for educational exchange programs.  

¶ This commitment includes an increase in funding these essential ties between US and Indian institutions 

of higher education by increasing the Fulbright-Nehru scholarship fund. The increase of Fulbright funding 

marks a significant 45% or $6.7 million compared to last year.  The number of students affiliated with the 

Fulbright scholarship totals 8,200.  

¶ Another program that is being introduced is the Obama-Singh 21st Century Knowledge Initiative. It will 

include $10 million in combined funding to increase university linkages and support junior faculty 

development between U.S. and Indian universities.  

¶ For more information: http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-

english/2009/November/20091124170855eaifas8.744013e-02.html#ixzz0YMzLVbVE 

FULBRIGHT AND GILMAN PROGRAMS  

In light of the recent announcement to increase the Fulbright-Nehru Scholarship, international education flow 

between India and the US will continue to flourish.  Studies show that US students largely outweigh the enrollment 

in the Fulbright program and do not have any students enrolled in the Gilman program.  Over the past year, the 

number of Fulbright scholars in the US actually decreased, indicating that the program itself could benefit from the 

funding to broaden the participation rate.  In 2009-2010 14 US students from Maine participated in the Fulbright 

scholar program compared to 3 Indian students in Maine.  

 

 

 

                                                                 
23 America.gov, <http://www.america.gov/st/educ-english/2009/November/200911181144271CJsamohT0.5228998.html?CP.rss=true>.  

http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-english/2009/November/20091124170855eaifas8.744013e-02.html#ixzz0YMzLVbVE
http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-english/2009/November/20091124170855eaifas8.744013e-02.html#ixzz0YMzLVbVE
http://www.america.gov/st/educ-english/2009/November/200911181144271CJsamohT0.5228998.html?CP.rss=true
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STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN U.S. DEPARTMENT 
OF STATE FUNDED PROGRAMS

24
 

Exchange 
Program 

Fulbright Program Gilman  

  2008/09 2009/10 2008/09 

U.S. Students 
from colleges 
and universities 
in the state 

15 14 4 

Foreign Students 
at colleges and 
universities in 
the state 

1 3 N/A 

 

CONTINUING INTERNATIONAL EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGE 

 
EducationUSA is an educational information center supported by the U.S. State Department’s Bureau of 

Educational and Cultural Affairs providing advice and information to international students on obtaining an 

education in the United States.   With over 400 locations worldwide, including seven in India, EducationUSA 

provides comprehensive services in an effort to create global educational ties.   

 

Millions of international students receive information about studying at U.S. Universities.  “EducationUSA advisers 

work in a variety of host institutions, such as Fulbright Commissions, IIE offices, AMIDEAST offices, American 

Councils, U.S. embassies and consulates, bi-national centers, universities, and public libraries who share a common 

goal: assisting students from their country in accessing U.S. higher education opportunities.”  

V) MARKETING MAINE UNIVERSITIES IN INDIA 

 
Students are increasingly using social-networking sites such as Facebook to research their study abroad 

destinations and get information from people with experience.  This technology has also proven to be an 

important way to keep in touch with friends made while abroad, as well as to make new ones.”25  As part of the 

State Department’s Bureau of Culture and Educational Affairs, Education USA provides resources for US 

institutions seeking to market their university or college to international students aboard.  With over 400 locations 

worldwide, this is an invaluable resource for universities looking to become more involved in attracting more 

international students.  Below is a list of all Education USA centers in India, including their contact information.  

 

                                                                 
24 Ibid.  
25 Ibid.  
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FURTHER RESOURCES FOR U.S. UNIVERSITY STUDENT RECRUITMENT 

Contact Wade Merritt at the Maine International Trade Center to help determine which resources in the 
U.S and India would be the best match for your institution. 
207-541-7400 or merritt@mitc.com 
www.mitc.com  
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